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SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF KING HASSAN1

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

REF1 RABAT 3746,

|+ WE HAVE SEEN THIS AFTERNNON AND EVENING WHAT

NOW APPEARS TO BE THE FAILURF OF ONE MORE: DESPERATE
ATTEMPT TO FLIMINATE KING HASSAN FROM LEADERSHIP

OF MOROCCOe« KING HAS HAD WHAT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED
AS MIRACULOUS ESCAPEe IT 15 HARD TO UNDERSTAND

HOW TRAINED FIGHTER PILOT» FLYING AS ESCORT,

COULD HAVE FAILED TO sHOOT nOWN KING'S PLANE,
ALTHOUGH ONE OF 0DUR MUSLO STAFF HAS NOTED THAT

F=5 FIGHTER PILOTS HAVE NOT HAD MUCH OPPORTUNITY TO
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PRACTICE WITH LIVE AMMUNITINN SINCE ATTEMPTED COUP )
AT SKHIRAT LAST YEAR.

2e IT NOW EVIDENT THAT ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT

CARRIED OUT BY SMALL ELITE GROUP OF FIGHTER PILOTS
WITH SUPPORT AT LEAST SOME atR FORCE ENLISTED MEN.
LACK OF EVIDENCE THUS FAR OF ANY COLLUSION WITH ANY
OTHER MILITARY OR CIVILIAN ELEMENTS SUGGESTS F=-5
SAQUADRONS ONLY SELF-ASSIGNENn MISSION WAS TGO REMOVE
KINGs PRESUMABLY THEY GAMBLED THAT THE EFFECTIVE
REMOVAL OF KING WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY REST OF MILITARY,
INCLUDING OUFKIR, AND COUNTRY AT LARGE. (1T APPEARS
THAT OUFKIR'S CLOSE FRIFEND AMEKRANE, WHO HAS REPORTEDLY
LANDED IN GIBRALTAR, WAS IN NN PLOT:t RABAT 3760)«

3+ GAMBLE WAS LOST, AND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL HOW
KING WILL REACT TO ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. ONE
THING CERTAINe FACT THAT US NAVY HAS PRESENCE AT
KENITRA AND THE US AIR FORCrF TRAINED MORQCCAN F=5
FIGHTER SRUADRON IS LOST ON NO ONE AND COULD LIKELY
HAVE EFFECT ON US MILITARY PRESENCE HERE. I HAVE
ALREADY EMPHASIZED To FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA

THAT THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO US INVOLVEMENT = EVEN
UNWITTING = IN WHAT WAS 0OBVINUSLY ALL MOROCCAN AFFAIR.
ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 1 AM SEEKING
SEE RENHIMA AGAIN TONIGHT Tn FORMALLY CONVEY OQUR
SHOCK AND DISMAY AT ANY SUGGESTION THAT AMERTCANS
COULD IN ANY WAY BE INVOLVEP IN AN ACTIVITY
THREATENING THE SECURITY OF THE KING AND TO ASK

GOM TO ACT PROMPTLY T0 PREVFNT FURTHER CIRCULATION
SUCH RUMOQORS.
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